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Introduction

Justice is not passive. Compassion is not weakness. Change is not accidental.

This collection of poetry is a call to courage, to care, and to act. Inspired by stirring quotes from
voices old and new—activists, prophets, thinkers, and neighbors—each poem challenges the

reader not to drift through life, but to step in and make a difference.

These are poems for the protester and the peacemaker, the teacher and the student, the burdened
heart and the willing hands. You’ll find fire and gentleness side by side—because real

transformation demands both.

May these words stir your soul and spark your next bold step toward a more just, more loving

world.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

RAISE YOUR VOICE

“Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth.” — William Faulkner

Speak, though silence shakes the ground,
Though comfort pleads you not be found.
Truth wears no mask, and justice calls—

Don’t let your voice be trapped in walls.

A whisper sharp can stir the night,
A word of truth can birth the light.
So raise it firm, though foes may sneer—

The world won’t change if we live in fear.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

WHEN GOOD MEN WAIT

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”

— Edmund Burke

Evil doesn’t storm with sound and flame,
It creeps in quiet, cloaked in shame.
Not by swords, but by the shrug—
The silent nod, the passive hug.

The world unravels not through might,
But when the just forfeit the fight.
So rise, speak out, break apathy’s chain—

Or watch the night make light its gain.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE POWER WRAPPED IN LOVE

“Compassion is not weakness; it’s strength wrapped in love.” — Anonymous

It’s easy to strike, to turn away,
To mock the hurt, dismiss the fray.
But harder still—to stand, to stay,

And hold the broken anyway.

For in soft hands is courage found,
A fierceness that won’t make a sound.
Compassion dares where pride steps back—

A quiet strength the hard hearts lack.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE MIRROR OF CHANGE

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” — Mahatma Gandhi

Don’t wait for thunder to move the sky,
Or justice to fall from the clouds on high.
Start with your hands, your voice, your stride—

Let courage bloom where fear would hide.

A kinder world begins with you,
One act, one word, one choice that’s true.
You are the spark, the shift, the swirl—
The echo that remakes the world.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

A WORLD WITHIN REACH

“You may not change the whole world, but you can change someone’s world.” — Anonymous

The world is vast, too wide to hold,
Its weight too great, its stories bold.
But kindness finds a smaller stage—

A single heart, a quiet page.

One lifted soul, one hand extended,
Can leave a wound of sorrow mended.
You don’t need crowds or banners unfurled—

Just love enough to change a world.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE TABLE OR THE FENCE

1

“If you have more than you need, build a longer table, not a higher fence.” — Anonymous

When blessings pour and plates are full,
Don’t build a wall, don’t close the pull.
Extend your hands, enlarge the spread,

Let kindness multiply the bread.

A fence divides, a table shares,
One breeds fear, the other cares.
So when abundance fills your day,

Make room for love—don’t lock it away.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE QUIET STAND

’

“Courage doesn’t always roar — sometimes it’s standing up when everyone else sits down.” —

Anonymous

It’s not the shout, the clash, the flame,
But holding ground without acclaim.
When silence tempts and crowds conform,

True courage takes a quieter form.

A single stand, a steady spine,
Can shift the course of humankind.
It’s not the noise that shakes the crown—

It’s rising up when others sit down.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

STEP IN

“You weren’t made to look away — you were made to step in.” — Anonymous

The world will train your eyes to drift,
To dodge the pain, deny the rift.
But deep within, your soul knows this:

You bear the weight, not just the bliss.

You weren’t designed to stand aside,
To let the tide of hurt decide.
You’re here to heal, to fight, begin—

Not turn away... but to step in.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE COST OF DELAY

“Justice delayed is justice denied.” — William E. Gladstone

When truth must wait behind closed doors,
The wound grows deeper, justice sores.
A promise stalled becomes a lie,

While silent tears too slowly dry.

Rights deferred are rights erased,
And fairness lost cannot be traced.
So let no clock or chain decide—

Swift justice is the only kind.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE URGENCY WITHIN

“If not you, then who? If not now, then when?” — Hillel the Elder

The world won't wait for perfect days,
Or heroes born in grander ways.
It turns on those who dare to act,

Not on the ones who just react.

The moment calls, the need is clear—
What waits is purpose cloaked in fear.
So rise, take hold, and answer then:

If not right now... tell me, when?

10| Page



RAISE YOUR VOICE

NO TITLE NEEDED

“You don’t need a title to make an impact.” — Anonymous

No crown is needed to lift the low,
No rank required for love to show.
The loudest change begins in quiet—

A single soul who won'’t stay silent.

Not all who lead stand on a stage,
Some turn the tide from off the page.
So let the world keep chasing fame—

You’ve got the heart. That’s how you claim your name.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE TRUEST MEASURE

“The measure of a society is how it treats its most vulnerable.” — Mahatma Gandhi

Not in towers, not in gold,
Not in stories power told.
But in the hands that lift the weak,

And in the voices for the meek.

The strength of any land or law
Is found in how it heals the raw.
The noble heart, the nation’s soul—

Are weighed by how they make the broken whole.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE DOING OF COMPASSION

“Compassion is seeing someone else’s pain and doing something about it.” — Anonymous

It’s more than tears or tender eyes,
More than sighs and soft replies.
True compassion walks, it moves—

It fills the cracks, it builds, it proves.

To feel is good, but not enough,
The hurting world needs hands, not fluff.
So see the wound, then bend, then start—

For healing lives in a moved heart.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

HOLIER HANDS

“The hands that help are holier than the lips that pray.” — Elbert Hubbard

A whispered prayer may touch the skies,
But idle hearts wear thin disguise.
For faith that kneels yet will not move

Is love untested, left unproved.

But hands that lift, that mend, that give—
Show where true sacred moments live.
The holiest work is often grim—

God’s glory thrives in hands, not hymns.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE LONELY STAND

“Stand up for what is right, even if you stand alone.” — Suzy Kassem

The crowd may cheer the easy lie,
While truth stands quiet, asking why.
But silence feeds the tyrant’s throne—

So rise, even if you rise alone.

One voice can blaze a righteous trail,
A whisper strong where shouts may fail.
The path of right is rarely wide,

But justice walks with none beside.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

ECHOES OF HEAVEN

“Defending the voiceless is how you echo the heart of God.” — Anonymous

You may not wear a prophet’s robe,
Or thunder truth across the globe.
But when you shield the weak, the small,

You sound the loudest call of all.

Each time you speak for those unheard,
You mirror Heaven’s justice word.
For mercy’s voice and holy nod—

Are found in hearts that echo God.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

LOVE THAT LISTENS

“You can't love God and ignore injustice.” — Anonymous

You lift your hands, you sing your song,
But turn away from all that’s wrong.
Yet love of God is more than praise—

It’s fighting for the unheard days.

To walk with Him is to defend,
To break the chains, to heal, to mend.
For faith that turns from others’ cries

Is just a veil and holy lies.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE LEGACY OF LOVE

“Be known for your love, not just your opinions.” — Anonymous

The loudest words can miss the mark,
If not lit by a loving spark.
Convictions roar, but hearts will see—

The truth you live, not just decree.

Let kindness be your final thread,
The echo of the life you’ve led.
For when you're gone, let stories start—

Not with your stance, but with your heart.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE WAY TO LEAD

“If you want to lead, serve. If you want to make a difference, love.” — Anonymous

The path to lead is not above,
But down the road that's paved with love.
Not thrones or crowns or loud commands—

But lifted hearts and helping hands.

True power kneels, true strength will give,
And in that giving, others live.
So lead by grace, and rise thereof—

Through quiet service, fierce with love.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

YOU ARE SOMEONE

“Don't ask, ‘Why doesn’t someone do something?’ You are someone.” — Anonymous

The world won’t change with folded hands,
Or questions cast like shifting sands.
The cries you hear, the needs you see—

Are whispered calls: “Let it be me.”

Don’t wait for stars to realign,
Or heroes drawn from some grand sign.
You are the spark, the start, the sum—

Stop waiting, friend—you are someone.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE FIRST YES

“Making a difference starts with making yourself available.” — Anonymous

It doesn't take a master plan,
Just open eyes and willing hands.
The world is changed not by the grand,
But by the soul who takes a stand.

You don't need fame or flawless skill—
Just show up ready, heart and will.
The greatest works begin with this:

A simple, quiet, faithful yes.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE

THE ECHO OF KINDNESS

“People won’t always remember your words, but they’ll never forget your kindness

Angelou

Words may fade like passing breeze,
Lost in time with careless ease.
But kindness plants what won’t erase—

A touch, a smile, a moment’s grace.

It lingers deep where memory sleeps,
A quiet light the darkness keeps.
So let your legacy be this:

A life that loved, a heart that kissed.

. — Maya

22| Page



	Introduction
	Table of Contents

